
“A public unaware of a problem is unlikely 
to be receptive to available solutions.”
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

 

 

 

 

 

A  G U I D E  T O  P E D E S T R I A N  S A F E T Y

 

KNOW YOUR SIGNALS

Look, then go
Have cars stopped?  Watch for 
turning and on-coming cars.

Don’t start
Finish crossing if in the crosswalk.

Stop
Do not leave the curb.  You usually wait 
less than 60 seconds for a new walk 
signal.

Countdown signals
Flashing red hand means don’t start.  
The countdown tells you how long you 
have left to finish crossing if you started 
with a walk symbol.

w w w . p o r t l a n d o r e g o n . g o v / t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

For ADA Title II or Civil Right Title  VI  Accommodations, Translation 
Interpretation Services, Complaints, or for additional information, 
call 503.823.5185, TTY:  503.823.6868 or use Oregon 
Relay Service: 711
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Injury prevention

Pedestrian fatalities occur most frequently on 
roadways with high speeds and multiple lanes. 

The majority of pedestrian fatalities occur during 
the evening hours of 5 to 11 p.m., during the 
months of December and January, and when the 
roadway is dry.

Pedestrian errors include jaywalking, crossing 
before looking, running to catch a bus or train, 
and other similar instances. 

Pedestrians wearing dark or non-reflective 
clothing can be difficult to see at dusk or at night. 

A guide to your 
rights + responsibilities for 

staying safe as a pedestrian



What can you do?

Marked Crosswalks Mid-block Crosswalk Unmarked Crosswalks

Crosswalks also exist between intersections (mid-block) if they are marked with white 
painted lines.

Pedestrians are only allowed to cross the street mid-block at an unmarked crossing if they 
are 150’ or more from a legal crosswalk.

Before crossing, pedestrians must show intent to cross by extending any part of their body, 
wheelchair, cane, crutch, or bicycle into the roadway.

Pedestrians need to allow drivers enough time, and distance to stop before crossing.

 

At intersections all 
pedestrians have the 

right of way to cross at 
marked and unmarked 

crosswalks, when the 
pedestrian crosses 

appropriately.

All intersections 
marked, or not, are 

legal crosswalks.

SAFETY TIPS 
 
Before:

Make yourself visible
Wear bright or contrasting clothes. 

Eliminate distractions
Put away your cell phone and ear buds.
 

Be alert
Alcohol and other drugs impair judgement, be extra 
cautious if you’ve been drinking.

During: 
Connect
Make eye contact with drivers. 

Look
Don’t cross until cars have stopped.
 

Cross with caution
Make sure cars in all lanes have stopped.

Drivers:  One of the most effective ways to reduce 
pedestrian fatalities is to drive slowly and be aware.


